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When he arrived at University of
Washington Hillel in June of this
year, Daniel Linver brought with
him a suitcase filled with ideas and

cantor. His father also spent time as director
of the children's choir.

“l like beer, but I love music,” said
Linver. “When I taught people how to bottle

programs he their own brew, I'd
hoped would help Dan Aznoff throw on  some
bridge the Jewish JTNews Correspondent music to enhance
experience  for the experience,

young adults between college and
the time they begin to raise a
family. Upon arriving in Seattle
however, Linver never even had
the chance to unpack his suitcase
before he was shuffled onto an
airplane as the leader of a birthright
israel program with 39 first-time
visitors to the Holy Land.

Linver, 27, was hired as the
second full-time staff member for the five-
year-old Jconnect program, designed to
build community through activities ranging
from social events to social action.

“After two years of working with
undergraduate students at [the Hillel at]
Brandeis, I saw Jconnect as the next logical
step to building a strong Jewish community
and an ideal opportunity for me to serve,”
said Linver. “I left all my bags inside the
Hillel building and headed straight for the
airport.”

Packed away in his bags was a unique
blend of skills. He brought everything from
his love of music (and his collection of
1,700 vinyl albums) to his experience as a
brewmaster in  his  hometown of
Albuquerque, N.M.

Along with these seemingly incongruent
elements, however, everything in his life
reflects his Jewish heritage. His father was a
member of the local congregational choir
and his sister has gone on to become a
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mostly some soothing rhythms and down-
tempo tunes.”

Like in every other arena of his life, the
University of New Mexico grad enjoys
exposing people to areas outside their
normal comfort zone. In the world of beer,
that might be an amber ale or a natural
hefeweizen. His collection of vinyl includes
everything from classic rock and hip-hop to
his personal favorite, cool jazz.

Jconnect director Josh Miller said a major
part of Linver's job will be to expand
community partnerships with Jconnect
programs. To that effect, Linver will be
organizing pre- and post-trip programs for
birthright israel participants and
coordinating volunteers with Jewish Family
Service to sort and package donated food
items.

Linver has already established social
action partnerships with Seattle Works,
Habitat for Humanity and American Jewish
World Service. Jconnect participants have
also been invited to participate in the
construction of low-income housing in
Central America next spring. This would
not be a new experience for Linver, who has
already led two Tzedek missions to South
America and an International Hillel program
to Haifa.

The Jconnect experience has apparently
struck a nerve with Jewish young adults in
their 20s and early 30s. According to Miller,
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Dan Linver introduces himself during
a Jconnect lunch at Benihana, the

first of a monthly get-together for 20-
something Jews who work downtown.

participation in Jconnect has more than
doubled in the past year, bringing the
number of participants to 1,300 individuals
and mandating the need for additional staff
and innovative programming.

Miller explained that outreach to the
Jconnect age group has become more
important in recent years, as people get
married at an older age. An estimated 200
young people participate in an assortment of
activities every month.

The spectrum of Jconnect programming
stretches from a speaker series and Jewish
educational opportunities to backpacking

and river rafting trips.

Miller is especially excited about the
reaction Jconnect members have received
from co-sponsoring Shabbat services with
congregations in the Seattle area. The group
held its first joint Shabbat service at
Congregation Beth Shalom almost a year
ago. The monthly service now draws 30-50
young adults to the Seattle synagogue on
the third Friday of each month. More than
80 individuals attended a recent Jconnect
Friday night service and dinner at Herzl-Ner
Tamid Conservative Congregation on
Mercer Island. Only half of the people who
attended the service were affiliated with the
congregation. The Jconnect service is now a
regular part of monthly schedules at both
congregations.

Jconnect also recently staged a combined
Shabbat service with the Orthodox Capital
Hill Minyan and hopes to return again soon.
Miller would love to see the program
expand to other congregations of various
affiliations.

“Many of the people attending these
services have not been to a synagogue for
several years. They come regardless of
which seminary the rabbi was ordained at.
We have some very gifted rabbis in the
Seattle area who transcend all age barriers,”
said Miller. “A fundamental piece of
Jconnect's mission is creating a bridge for
young adults who want to bond to the
greater Seattle Jewish community.

It is just such a bridge that Linver hopes
to cultivate, especially in arenas of social
action. Jconnect social consciousness was
evidenced recently when  members
volunteered to dismantle and transport Tent
City 3 from its site in Seattle. Miller said
Jconnect would be an active supporter of

Brewmaster, DJ stirs up new tunes for young adult members of Jconnect

Tent City 4 on the Eastside when it moves
to Temple B'nai Torah this November.

With Linver settling into his new home,
he plans to take advantage of the summer in
Seattle by organizing bike rides, hikes and
other outdoor activities for Jconnect. He
says he wants to gauge the interests of the
members before he maps out a full schedule
of events for the fall and winter months.

“We want to give people an opportunity
to explore options. Explore their Jewish
roots as well as their place in the Seattle
community,” said Linver. “For this age
group, there is no cookie-cutter approach to
programming. While my passion is social
action, that might not be true of everybody.”

Linver enjoyed his two-year tenure on the
East Coast at Brandeis, but said he already
feels more at home with the outdoor
lifestyle in the Northwest.

To find out more about Jconnect, visit
their web site at www.jconnectseattle.org.




